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Multiphonics

• Definition
• Clarinet Acoustics
• How to get started 



1. Regular fingerings 
or “Normal”
2. Mis-voiced clarion 
fingerings



3. From fundamental to 
clarion register with the 
register key depressed



4. From clarion to 
fundamental register



5. Fundamental - clarion – dyad



6. Use of special fingerings 



Tips
• Often, especially in recent literature, the multiphonic will include a 

fingering suggestion.
• If not, research it
• Try it – if it works, great!
• If it does not work:

• Access and stabilize each pitch individually using the prescribed fingering
• Try it again without “accommodating”
• Experiment with adjusting the shape of your oral cavity and/or the embouchure



Additional Resources
• Caravan, Ronald L. Preliminary Exercises & Etudes in Contemporary 

Techniques for Clarinet. Ethos Publications, 1979.
• Caravan, Ronald L. Polychromatic Diversions. Ethos Publications, 1979.
• Hudson, Andy and Roger Zare. Elements of Contemporary Clarinet 

Technique. Conway Publications, 2021.
• Rehfeldt, Phillip. New Directions for Clarinet. University of California 

Press, 1994.
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